230                Biographical Notes
Eraser's Magazine, under J. A. Froude, whom he subsequently
succeeded as editor,
BelloCjHilaire. Bora in France in 1870, son of a French barrister.
Educated at the Oratory School, Edgbaston. On leaving
school he served in the French Army, returning later to Balliol
College, Oxford. For some years he was M.P. for Salford.
His literary output has been extremely varied. Among his
best-known works may be mentioned the following : The Bad
Child's Booh of Beasts, The Path to Rome, The Four Men, his studies
of Robespierre and Danton, his volumes of essays On Something,
On Nothing, etc., his writings on travel, such as The Hills and
the Sea, and the striking poems collected hi his Verses and Sonnets.
Blake, William (1757-1827). Born in London, the son of a
hosier. He was apprenticed to an engraver, and afterwards
studied at the Royal Academy Schools. Subsequently he set
up as an independent engraver, and also ran a print-shop in
conjunction with his brother. In 1782 he married Catherine
Boucher, who, though unable to read or write, was educated
by her husband, and became his bookbinder when he issued
his Songs of Innocence, which he also illustrated. This was fol-
lowed by The Book of Thel, his first mystical work, and Songs of
Experience, among many other similar volumes, and his magni-
ficent illustrations to the Book of Job. Blake was a man of
great natural, if somewhat undisciplined, genius, and one bio-
grapher sums him up very accurately in the words : " A truly
loving soul, Blake was neglected and misunderstood by the
world, but appreciated by a.select few ; he led a cheerful and
contented life of poverty, illumined by vision."
Bridges, Robert (1844-1930). Born in the Isle of Thanet and
educated at Eton and Corpus Christi College, Oxford. He
studied at St. Bartholomew's Hospital, and became Casualty
Physician there, and Assistant Physician at the Children's
Hospital, Great Ormond Street, and at the Great Northern
Hospital. He retired from medical work in 1882 and devoted
himself to literature, and in 1913 was appointed Poet Laureate.
His chief poetical works include the lyrics in his Shorter Poems
" and New Verse, his great Testament of Beauty, and several dramas